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NEXT  MEETING:  Friday, July 13th, 2018 at 7:00 PM at the 
Sand Creek Police Station, 4125 Center Park Drive,

Colorado Springs, Colorado (southeast of the intersection of 
Fountain and Academy Boulevards).

June 8th, 2018 Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
the Pikes Peak Division of the National Model

Railroaders Association.

Meeting brought to order by Supt. Joe Costa at 7:05PM

Attendance: 15

No visitors

Last issue’s Minutes and Treasurers Report form last meeting were voted 
on and approved.

Old Business:

Andy reported that Roy’s move to 2218 E. Pikes Peak is going well. The 
Fuerstenbergers helped box up a lot of things for Roy.

There was a discussion regarding our shows, and swap meets, and what 
folks noticed about the Cheyenne Show that was different.

Monster Model Works is going out of business. 
No Contest: Two entries, both by Kristin Phillips. “Best Pick-up Line 
Ever” car lot. Also a line shanty.

Kristin gave a nice presentation regarding her prize winning shanty’s his-
tory, and construction.

Joe Costa presented a very nice drone video of the Harvey House in Win-
slow, AZ to augment his HO scale diorama that he built.

Adjourn time: 9:00PM

June 2018
Meeting Minutes
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Joe Costa’s presentation at the June 2018 meeting.

At each monthly PPD-NMRA meeting, a contest is held. A con-
test must have at least three entries for voting. Below is the 2018 
contest schedule:

July . . . . . . . . . . . . Refrigerated Boxcar
 

August . . . . . . . . . . Structure (not railroad, not commercial — i.e. house, 
farm or ranch, church, shack, etcetera)

 

September . . . . . . . Ready-To-Run Railcar (Can be scratch-built, kit-
bashed, and/or modified railcar — such as: critter, 
inspection car, motorcar, or other powered convey-
ance that runs on rails. The vehicle must run under its 
own power.  Awards by popular vote with emphasis 
on most unique, cute, funky, broken down, falling 
apart, humorous, etcetera)

 

October . . . . . . . . . Judged & Open Contest
 

November . . . . . . . M.O.W. Equipment
 

December  . . . . . . . Christmas party (no contest) 

Contest Corner
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Everyone who is a model railroader, has a technique or a way of doing 
projects that is known only to him or her. A clinic can be anything that 
pertains to model railroading. It could be anything, maybe a material that 
no one but you have thought of. Have you made a special tool to make 
life easier to achieve what you want to accomplish? Everyone has differ-
ent ideas on how to do things.

For Pikes Peak Division monthly meetings, a clinic or presentation of 
about 30 or more minutes would be greatly appreciated.

Please contact me, Charalee Topinka, at (719) 646-2783, or at chara-
leetopinka@yahoo.com, and always give me a telephone number so that 
I can call you back.

I wish also to thank all the presenters for their time and efforts as 
presenters for the Pikes Peak Division.

Programs Needed For 
Monthly Meetings

By Charalee Topinka

Don’t Forget:

If you have any model railroad cars, models, 

books, etcetera, that you don’t want, consider 

donating them to the monthly meeting raffle 

to help raise money for the Division!

This Month’s Presentation:The Malines are going to share their recent trip through Chey-enne, Wyoming and Virginia City and Ely, Nevada.

P.P.D. Staff MembersP.P.D. Staff Members

The Milepost is published monthly and is the official journal of the Pikes 
Peak Division, of the Rocky Mountain Region, of the National Model 
Railroad Association. Our meetings are usually held on the second Fri-
day of each month at the Sand Creek Police Station, 4125 Center Park 
Drive (southeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy), Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We’d 
love to meet you. All scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, 
we have swap meets, train shows, and other model railroad activities.
All content of this journal is copyrighted to its respective owner unless 
otherwise noted. Please do not use content from this newsletter without 
explicit, case-by-case permission.
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Kristin’s “Best Pickup Line Ever” for June’s contest.

A mining scene painting by Robert Allen.Kristin’s line shanty for June’s contest.

Modular Musings 

July will be an interesting month.  We are scheduled to take the modules on the road, up the hill.  
We will set up the railroad inside the Dinosaur Resources Center in Woodland Park.  A span of a hundred 
million years or so.  The Dinosaur Train runs again (think PBS).  Here is what I have been told of the 
setup.  We need to operate trains from 10-4 on Saturday July 21 and from 10-3 on July 22.  We should 
expect to setup on Friday starting at 4PM and they would like us to leave by about 6 that evening.  I 
understand the entry route will go through their prep lab and may need to go around some displays.  Even 
though we will only have 32 feet, we will have to be efficient and quick about putting things together.  
We will probably have to finish on Saturday morning, but I don’t have a firm time when we can get in 
then, hopefully by 8.  I would like to have a good variety of trains to run on a layout the size of our 
church setups.  I will have a signup sheet at the meeting.  It would be good to get folks to commit to their 
slots ahead of time.  I will make slots of about 1 ½ hours so as many as possible will have an opportunity 
to get on.  If I can’t fill them, they will expand.  There will be DC and DCC tracks available.  It would be 
nice to have a mix of equipment.  We should have some ‘serious’ trains and some ‘not-so-serious’ trains.  
In the past, Jerry Hansz has operated some dinosaur trains, but I don’t know if he will be able to join us 
yet.  Thomas the Tankengine could be in attendance.  Participants will have access to the museum when 
we aren’t needed in the layout, so plan accordingly.  We will tear down and depart on Sunday afternoon 
after the ‘show’ is over.  After this show, we have no scheduled setups until the TECO on 13-14 October.  
Enjoy the break and BUILD SOMETHING!!  Remember, we have the NMRA judged contest this Fall. 

I am also looking forward to this month’s program.  The Malines are going to share their recent 
trip through Cheyenne, Wyoming and Virginia City and Ely, Nevada.  Those are some great railroad 
locations, so they should have some good stories to tell.   

See ya all ‘round the roundhouse. 

John 



Superintendent	  Notes	  

It’s	  a	  busy	  summer	  in	  the	  world	  of	  Model	  Railroading.	  

Roy	  Thompson	  had	  the	  grand	  opening	  of	  his	  new	  store	  in	  the	  shopping	  center	  at	  Pikes	  Peak	  and	  
Printers	  Parkway.	  His	  store	  is	  just	  to	  the	  east	  of	  Intellitec	  College.	  It	  is	  a	  much	  better	  area	  and	  a	  bigger,	  
brighter	  and	  well	  organized	  store.	  Look	  for	  his	  red	  door.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Hopefully,	  Gary	  Meyer	  will	  be	  visiting	  us	  at	  our	  July	  Meeting.	  Elizabeth	  and	  Mike	  Maline	  will	  be	  
updating	  the	  division	  on	  their	  western	  “Railroad	  Sojourn”	  that	  started	  out	  in	  Cheyenne	  at	  the	  Regional	  
Convention.	  

Wade	  Mountz	  has	  been	  working	  very	  hard	  on	  organizing	  August	  Layout	  Tours.	  We	  should	  have	  an	  
update	  at	  the	  July	  meeting.	  We	  all	  need	  to	  show	  our	  support	  for	  his	  efforts.	  

The	  Division	  will	  be	  displaying	  our	  modular	  layout	  at	  the	  Dinosaur	  Resource	  Center	  in	  Woodland	  Park	  
on	  July	  21	  and	  July	  22.	  

Saturday	  afternoon,	  July	  28,	  Kristin	  and	  I	  will	  be	  representing	  Operation	  Lifesaver	  at	  the	  Forney	  Train	  
Show	  in	  Denver.	  

Saturday,	  August	  11,,	  we’ll	  be	  down	  at	  the	  Pueblo	  Rail	  Fair	  for	  Operation	  Lifesaver.	  



I’ve	  taken	  the	  plunge	  and	  bought	  (and	  assembled)	  my	  very	  own	  3D	  printer.	  Kristin	  commented	  that	  she	  
is	  a	  3D	  printer	  widow.	  My	  first	  creation	  will	  be	  the	  Las	  Vegas	  Amtrak	  Station.	  It	  WILL	  be	  ready	  for	  the	  
October	  Meeting.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

The	  division	  extends	  its	  condolences	  to	  Jerry	  Hansz	  on	  the	  passing	  of	  his	  wife,	  Sumiko,	  who	  passed	  
away	  on	  June	  9,	  2018.	  The	  service	  has	  already	  taken	  place.	  	  This	  information	  wasn’t	  known	  until	  after	  
her	  service.	  	  Here	  is	  a	  clipping	  from	  her	  obituary:	  

Sumiko	  Hansz,	  92,	  of	  Widefield,	  Colorado,	  passed	  away	  June	  9,	  2018.	  She	  was	  born	  in	  Hiroshima,	  Japan	  
on	  January	  31,	  1926.	  Sumiko	  graduated	  from	  high	  school	  in	  Hiroshima.	  Sumiko	  met	  and	  married	  Jerald	  
Hansz	  in	  Japan	  on	  March	  14,	  1952.	  They	  were	  married	  for	  66	  years	  and	  traveled	  the	  world	  together.	  	  
	  
Sumiko	  was	  a	  homemaker	  all	  over	  the	  world	  as	  an	  Army	  wife.	  She	  had	  a	  passion	  for	  Japanese	  
Traditional	  Dance	  (Odori).	  
	  
Sumiko	  was	  preceded	  in	  death	  by	  her	  daughter	  Linda.	  She	  is	  interred	  at	  Evergreen	  Cemetery.	  	  
	  

	  

	  




