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2.

January 10th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Show & Tell Program: The Royal Gorge byPostcardFebruary 14th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: MOW Program: TravelogueMarch 14th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Rolling Stock Program: East Broad TopApril 11th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Odd Ball Program: Virginia & Truckee, OreMovementMay 9th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Offline Bldg Program: Colorado’s Biggest RailPreservation TragedyJune 13th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Railroad Structure Program: Layout UpdateJuly 11th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Rolling Stock Program: Tourist Train TourAugust 8th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Diorama Program: Colorado Live SteamersSeptember 12th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Photos Proto Program: The McKeen MotorCarOctober 10th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Photo Model Program: More MicrocontrollersNovember 14th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meetingContest: Loco Steam/Diesel Program: Vintage HO, At-hearnDecember 12th, 2025 (Friday)NMRA-PPD monthly meeting.Program: Christmas Party!

OFFICERSSuperintendent:Mark Fuerstenberger — (719) 491-1291markf@classichomes.comAssistant Superintendent:Elizabeth Malineeamaline@gmail.comSecretary:John Emmot — (719) 380-8421 jemmot@com-cast.netTreasurer (And Door Prizes Chairman):Tony Pawlicki — (719) 687-2694 tony-paw1650@gmail.comCHAIRPERSONSNMRA Achievement Program:Jack Sousa — (719) 576-7017 jackfrw@pcisys.netContest:Kristin Phillips, and Jack SousaNMRA Membership:Mike Malinemcmaline2@gmail.comMilepost Editor:David Bristow — dave@bristow-family.orgModule Group (HO-Scale):Mark Fuerstenberger — (719) 491-1291markf@classichomes.comMembers Aid:John Emmot — (719) 380-8421 jemmot@com-cast.netMonthly Meeting Programs:Elizabeth Malineemaline@gmail.comPublic Relations:Kristin Phillips — kristin.phillips7099@gmail.comSwap Meets:Kristin Phillips — kristin.phillips7099@gmail.comWebmaster:[ Open ]

The Milepost, Volume 45, Number 8.5, Mid-August 2025, is published monthly as an elec-tronic document (Adobe PDF file) by and under the authority of the Pikes Peak Division(Rocky Mountain Region) of the National Model Railroad Association. Our meetings areusually held on the second Friday of each month at the Sand Creek Police Station, 950Academy Park Loop (northeast of the intersection of Fountain and Academy), in Col-orado Springs, Colorado, at 7:00 PM. Please come to one of our meetings. We would loveto meet you. All scales are welcome. Besides our monthly meeting, we have swap meets, train shows, and other modelrailroads (and railroad) activities. Unless otherwise noted, all content in this journal is copyrighted to its respective owner.Please do not use content from this newsletter in other publications, newspapers, magazines, books, websites, etc., with-out explicit case-by-case permission. The editor of The Milepost is Mr. David Bristow. He can be contacted at the e-mailaddress dave@bristow-family.org. Thank you.
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Next Meeting on Friday, September 12
Our meeting will be at The Sand Creek Police Station, 950 Academy Park Loop (northeast of the in-tersection of Fountain and Academy), in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Be sure to occasionally check the Rocky Mountain Region website for the latest events and happen-ings, as well as the current Callboard:https://www.rmr-nmra.org/callboard.htm

2025 Schedule
· September Elizabeth Maline – The McKeen Motor Car
· October David Bristow – More Microcontrollers
· November Ken Rambo – Vintage HO, Athearn
· December Christmas Party!Editor’s Thoughts

In recent editions of the PPD Milepost newsletter, I’ve been using my Thunderbird email client tosend out updates. To protect the privacy of our mailing list, I’ve been BCC’ing all recipients. How-ever, it appears that Comcast has issues with emails that include both large attachments and mul-tiple BCC recipients, and has been rejecting those messages.
To work around this, I’ve created a Python script that sends the newsletter individually to each per-son on the list. This ensures delivery and keeps attachments intact.
That said, I don’t have names associated with every email address. So if you receive an email thatbegins with “Hi NoName”, please reply with your name so I can update my records and personalizefuture messages.
Thanks for your understanding and continued support!
David dave@bristow-family.org

Keepin’ it on the Tracks
By Mark FuerstenbergerGeorgetown Loop Railroad – Sunday, August 17th, Silver Plume, COThe Pikes Peak Division picked the Georgetown Loop Railroad this year for our annual outing. Atthe June meeting it was decided that Sunday, August 17th will work best for everyone. The ticketswill be $38 each. We are planning for the 11:25am trip.

Sunday, August 17th – 11:25am train
We will be boarding the train at the Georgetown Devil’s Gate station which is located on I-70 about45 miles west of
Denver. Use Exit #228.
DEVIL’S GATE DEPOT LOCATION
646 Loop Drive, Georgetown, CO 80444
DIRECTIONS TO DEVIL’S GATE:
From I-70, take Exit 228 to Georgetown.
If you are on I-70 West, take a left off the ramp.
If you are on I-70 East, take a right off the ramp.
From here, take the first right at the roundabout. This is

https://www.rmr-nmra.org/callboard.htm
mailto:dave@bristow-family.org
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Argentine Street. Follow Argentine until you reach a fork in the road. Stay to the right and the roadwill end at the Devil’s Gate Depot.
Note: The coach cars on the train ride are wheelchair accessible
Questions: Call Mark Fuerstenberger cell phone: (719) 491-1291

Colorado State Fair – August 21 thru August 24th, Pueblo, COThings to know…..about our the PPD at the Colorado State Fair. We will be located in the CreativeArts Building, within the Colorado State Fair Grounds.
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Setup:Thursday, August 21st.
· Arrive between 9 am – 10 am
· We intend to be setup and out by 4 pm.

Running Trains:Friday – Sunday - Fair is open from 11am to 11pm
· Creative arts building closes at 9pm
· Remember your Blue PPD Shirt

Tear down:Monday, August 25th - We will start to breakdown and move out at 10 am.
Parking lot address: 2701 W Mesa Ave.,Pueblo, CO 81004Directions:Head south on I-25.Take exit 97A, heading southwest toward McCulley Ave.Turn right onto McCulley Ave (92 ft)Turn right onto E Abriendo Ave (0.1 mi)Turn left onto W Northern Ave (1.6 mi)Turn right onto Gaylord AveParking lot will be straight in front of you.
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Grand Pacific Northwestern

The “Grand Pacific Northwestern” RR is having an Open House, Saturday August 23, From 10:00am to 5:00 pm
Please RSVP with number attending and time to Bob Bandy at lrbandy@comcast.net

Sunrise Division & Scenic Line Modelers - 90th NMRA Anniversary PotluckThe link below please enter your contribution for the Greater Metro Denver Divisions' Potluck & OpenHouse to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the NMRA
Hosted by Sunrise Division & Scenic Line ModelersSW Denver (Littleton)Lockheed Martin Recreation AreaAugust 30 10AM-3PM(Near Colorado Golf & Turf Co)
Map to Colorado Golf & Turf, Littleton, CO to get directions close (at the bottom of our hill), then con-sult maps. The club does not have an address. Overflow parking lots at softball fields (down the hillfrom picnic pavilions).

mailto:lrbandy@comcast.net
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You can simply enter your name and dish without having to sign in, then simply close your window.
NMRA 90th Anniversary BBQ Lockhead Martin August 30, 2025 - Google Sheets
Any questions please contact: Gary Myers at garymyers06@comcast.net 720-837-4393

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZG0JZd64oSWokAkOCPfgaWvjAx-ZMwKqumCr8WHgnvI/edit?gid=0#gid=0
mailto:garymyers06@comcast.net
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2025 Layout Tour
· Saturday September 13
· Paul Petty 9am - 12pm Woodland Park
· Jeff Cahill 1pm - 5pm Rockrimmon

· Saturday September 20
· Bob Bandy 11am - 4 pm Gleneagle

· Sunday September 21
· Ken Rambo 11am – 4pm Falcon

· Saturday September 27
· Steve Jankowski 11am - 4pm Monument

For directions please conttact Dr David Solly at drdsolly@att.net
NMRA InterchangeIf you like to be online, you should check out the NMRA Interchange. You’ll need to create a login onthe Discord website. https://discord.com/ From there you’ll need your login information to theNMRA website, and once you’re there check out the link to the Interchange.https://www.nmra.org/members/nmra-interchange You’ll find a few simple steps to get setup.This setup process is only required the first time, and after that it’s easy to jump online and see whatothers are doing. The site also allows for easy conversations, just like you might do on Zoom. I en-courage you to check it out.

PIKES PEAK “N”GINEERS MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
By Mike PeckSuperintendent’s CornerBy Glenn Hobbs

As I write this, I just returned to the United States from my trip to Kenya. What an amazing and ex-citing trip. It was one of the most incredible experiences in my life. As I mentioned in my last col-umn, I would try and get some pictures of trains in Kenya. There was more than I expected. I did getsome pictures. However, this was not the focus of this trip. I therefore intend to write an articleabout the trains in Kenya. I hope to have it ready for the September Railhead.
Our club will have a couple of activities in August. On August 1-3, we will be in North Platte, Ne-braska for the North Platte Rail Days show. The show is put on by the Golden Spike Tower and in-cludes tours of the Tower and the Union Pacific Bailey Yard. When we were there 2 years ago, someof us got to tour inside UP’s locomotive shop.

mailto:drdsolly@att.net
https://discord.com/
https://www.nmra.org/members/nmra-interchange
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On Sunday, August 24, we have our field trip to the Colorado Railroad Museum in Boulder. The Gal-loping Goose will be running and there will be a docent led tour of the museum. After our visit, wewill meet at Woody’s Wood Fired Pizza. The restaurant is about 10 minutes away from the museum.I sent out some information from Kristin about the event.
On August 30, we will be having another pizza and potluck at the clubhouse. Please come and enjoysome pizza and or potluck with other club members.

DCC Primer Part 4By Glenn Hobbs
This is the fourth in a series of articles to help you get started using DCC to run trains. In my previ-ous articles, I went over the basics of setting up DCC on a layout and how to run trains. In this arti-cle, I will go over a popular feature of DCC, and that is using your smart phone as a throttle.
Before I go any further, I want to discuss the Loconet. You will notice that your command stationhas an interface that looks like a phone jack and your command station probably comes with ablack cable that also resembles a cable for a landline phone. Although, very similar in appearance,there are some differences. First of all, Loconet uses 6 wires (3 pairs) instead of 4 wires or 2 pairson traditional phone connections. Also, the electronic signaling (protocol) is also different than thatof a landline phone or the regular wired network connection for your computer. Also, keep in mindthat computer networking cables are also not compatible. These cables have 8 wires (4 pairs).These are referred to as Ethernet cables and are named after the protocol that they use.
The Loconet is designed to allow you to add more DCC accessories to your Layout. These can in-clude handheld throttles, turnout controllers, occupancy detectors, reverse loops, block signals, andso on. Each DCC accessory is connected in a daisy chain fashion. In other words, you connect onedevice to the next device.
To use your phone as a throttle, you need a device that acts as a Wi-Fi access point (WAP). Keep inmind that this device will not allow you to connect to the Internet as a traditional WAP would. Unlikea traditional WAP that connects to a wired (Ethernet) network, these devices will connect to the Lo-conet instead.
Now that you understand Loconet, let’s move on to what is required to use your smartphone as athrottle. The are two things that are needed, a Loconet WAP and a smartphone app that will turn itinto a throttle. I use a Digitrax LNWI for my WAP. These can be purchased from Amazon or manyonline hobby retailers. Just type “Digitrax LNWI”. There are throttle apps for just about any deviceout there. For smartphones, I recommend Engine Driver for Android and WiThrottle for Apple de-vices. Each can be found in the Google Play store and the Apple App Store respectively. Each ofthese apps are free for their respective device.
The LNWI device will plug into the Loconet and a regular AC power source. No configurations arerequired. Before using the throttle app, you will need to change your Wi-Fi connection to the LNWI.Follow the standard procedures for connecting to a network on your device. For example, for theLNWI, look for a network named “Dtx1-LnServer_XXXX-X”.
The “X” s would be either letters or numbers and will be unique for a particular device. Once youhave a connection, you will probably get a warning on your smartphone about no Internet connec-tion. You can dismiss or ignore this warning. When you start your throttle app, you will be asked toconnect to a server. Use the same name that you used to connect to Wi-Fi. You should now beprompted to enter a DCC address for a locomotive. The throttle apps usually have sliders for speedand braking, directional buttons, and numbered buttons to operate the various features and controlsof your locomotive decoders. Please refer to the documentation of the specific decoder, you are us-ing, for details.
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I have include a schematic below that shows how everything I mentioned is con-nected.

With this article and the 3 before it, you should have all the basic information for running DCC onyour layout and for using DCC on PPNG layouts. In my next installment of this series, I will go overhow to wire for reversing loops using DCC.
Como, CO

In past years the Como roundhouse was open only on Boreas Pass days. There are usually so manypeople there that taking photos without getting photo bombed is a miracle. A couple of years ago itwas decided to have a work session, open house. The Depot is open, and you can walk around theroundhouse and ask the work crew questions about what is happening.

Klondike Kate awaiting final repairs. Kate’s completed tender.
The Como Project hopes to have Kate back in operation for the 2026 season. Volunteers continue tolay ties and track in anticipation of Kate’s return. Other projects going on include rebuilding someold freight cars for future use or display.
If you have never been to Como, it is worth the trip. Boreas Pass Railroad Day is Saturday August16th. There are all kinds of activities going on, food vendors, and docents to give you tours of theroundhouse, depot, and soon the hotel. If the weather is nice a trip over Boreas Pass is worthwhile.
There will be two more Como open house/work days, the dates are September 20 and September27.
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After your visit go to Jefferson for a hamburger and ice cream!




